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Today our theme is:
Conflict and Following Jesus


We are welcomed to worship by Ally

We sing our praises to God – We Will Go

Kaz, Oscar and Felix explain what  All-Age worship is.

PREPARATION
Revd Liz welcomes us to the service 
We Greet Each Other in the Lord’s Name
	
In the name of the Father 
and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit
Amen

The Lord be with you

	and also with you.



We Confess Our Sins – the bad things we do and the good things we fail to do – Revd Adelaide is going to help us say sorry to God. (with thanks to Diddy Disciples)

The Good News is God loves to give us a new start
Let’s have a time of saying sorry to God now.

Sometimes we do things we wish we hadn’t done
Sometimes it can feel like we’ve done it all wrong
We wish we could have a new start

Let’s put our hands on our head (place hands on head)……….

I wonder if there’s anything we’ve thought this week
That we wish we hadn’t thought……..

Let’s put our hands by our mouths (place hands by mouth)……..

I wonder if there’s anything we’ve said this week 
That we wish we hadn’t said………

Let’s cross our hands on our chest (cross hands on chest)……..

I wonder if there’s anything we’ve done this week 
That we wish we hadn’t done…………

The good news is that God loves giving new starts

God can wash us not just outside……..
But inside too

Thank you, God

We receive God’s forgiveness

May the God of love bring us back to himself,
forgive us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Gloria

We keep a Time of Silence and Pray the Special Prayer for Today

Creator God,
you made us all in your image:
may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We Sing Our Praises to God – 	Be still, for the presence of the Lord

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

We Proclaim the Word of God – Deborah reads the gospel, accompanied by actions from Mary and Christy

The story of John the Baptist.
John the Baptist was sent by God to get people ready for Jesus coming. 
So John went to the River Jordan, and loads of people turned up to listen to him. 
John’s message was very simple.
“Repent and be saved,” he said, “for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 

Many people who heard him, believed him, and repented of their sins. 

And they were baptized by John in the River Jordan. But some people didn’t like John... 
	


There was one person in Jerusalem who was worried about John 

Herod the King.
Herod had got rid of his wife and married his brother’s wife instead and John told him how wrong that was. 

Herod didn’t like being told off, but he was a bit afraid of John because he knew he was a holy man.

And Herod’s wife Queen Herodias was very angry with John. She had a grudge against him
One day Herod gave a party. His wife and her daughter Salome were there. And everybody danced. 

There was lots of wine and Herod drank far too much. 

Herod thought Salome was wonderful, and promised to give her anything she asked for. Quick as lightning, Herodias whispered to Salome... 
And Salome answered, “I want the head of John the Baptist on a plate!”
Herod was horrified

But he had promised in front of all his guests, so he told the soldiers to execute John, and off they went... 
They cut off John’s head 

And brought it back on a plate... 
The guests were horrified. 

Herodias was delighted, but Herod thought it was the stupidest thing he’d ever done. 

John’s friends took his body and buried it, and Jesus, when He heard 
the news, said:
“There has never been a greater prophet than John the Baptist!” 

Revd Liz, helped by Zephan and members of the congregation, help us reflect more on this story of conflict and what God might want us to learn from it 

Video of AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – led by Naomi

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH with thanks to the Iona Community

We believe that God is present
in the darkness before dawn;
in the waiting and uncertainty
where fear and courage join hands,
conflict and caring link arms,
and the sun rises over barbed wire.
We believe in a with-us God
Who sits down in our midst
to share our humanity.
We affirm a faith
That takes us beyond the safe place
into action, into vulnerability.
and into the streets.
We commit ourselves to work for change
and put us on the line;
to bear responsibility, to take risks,
live powerfully and face humiliation;
to stand with those on the edge;
to chose life


INTERCESSIONS – Led by Deb, Esther and Rebecca

God of mercy, hear our prayer 
and make us one in heart and mind 
to serve you with joy forever
Amen

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

We Share The Peace

	
		God is love
and those who live in love live in God
and God lives in them.

The peace of the Lord
be always with you

	and also with you. 





Let’s offer one another a sign of peace. 
We Sing Our Praises to God – 	And can it be

We Prepare The Table

We Pray The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Why is it right to give thanks and praise?
Answer   Listen, and we will hear.

Lord of all life, you created the universe,
where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth, to discover and to cherish.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away,
you sent Jesus, your Son.
He gave his life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live.
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood.

 Why do we share this bread and wine?
Answer   Listen, and we will hear.

On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen,
Jesus took bread.
He gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.’

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.’
So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit,
and change us more and more to be like Jesus our Saviour.

How do we follow Jesus Christ?
Answer   Listen, and we will hear.

Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look forward to that day
when suffering is ended, and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.
And now with Luke and Richard, Thomas and all your saints
we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Spirit, today and for
ever.	Amen.

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name
Your kingdom come
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever Amen. 

We break the bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

	President
	Jesus says, I am the bread of life,
whoever eats of this bread will live for ever.

	All
	Lord, our hearts hunger for you;
give us this bread always.



Invitation to Communion

The church of God is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of Christ. By making our communion spiritually, we join with Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us ‘I am the bread of life’. 

	President
	God’s Holy Gifts for God’s holy people

	
	Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen



The president receives communion.

Communion Music –– Christ as a light by Margaret Rizza

God of our pilgrimage,
you have led us to the living water:
refresh and sustain us
as we go forward on our journey,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

NOTICES – Given by Ally

VIDEO OF WORDS OF PEACE AND RECONCILIATION – from Dannii, Laura, Isla, Rick, Peter, Blanca and Sonia

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love
Where there is injury, pardon 
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope 
Where there is darkness, light 
Where there is sadness, joy. 

THE DISMISSAL

We go out with God’s blessing
FINAL BLESSING 
Go forth into the world in peace;
be of good courage;
hold fast that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted;
support the weak;
help the afflicted;
honour everyone;
love and serve the Lord,
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen

We Sing Our Praises to God – This little light of mine

After the service: Toccata, Fugue and Adagio in C minor by JS Bach


We go out to join in with what God’s doing


