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We are a large parish with a historic church (St Luke’s) and a church centre/hall (St Richard’s) built in the mid-twentieth century. Our outlook and style of worship could be described as ‘Liberal Catholic’, and we see high-quality and varied music as a way of engaging a wide range of people in worship, reflecting diversity within the congregation, and of deepening faith and prayerfulness. To this end, we have undertaken a listening exercise with children, young people and families in order to ensure our worship is inclusive and engaging of all ages.

We have a 24-stop, three-manual organ (J.W. Walker and Sons) as well as a Yamaha Clavinova. We want to launch and grow a choir that can enhance everyone’s experience of worship. As well as Sunday worship, we also have worship on principal festivals and special occasions. Our Mission Action Plan focusses on finding creative ways of celebrating the major and patronal festivals with those in the local community who are not members of the congregation and we want to commit to the Church of England’s vision to grow new forms of church so everyone has access to a worshipping community. The opportunity for music to play an active part in this and other aspects of our church’s mission is great, and the DoM is expected to be active in this – in planning, resourcing, enthusing, and participating.


