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Minutes of the 2025 Annual Meeting of Parishioners (Easter Vestry Meeting) and 2025 Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Sunday 25th May 2025 at St Luke’s at 11.30am 
Present for Meeting of Parishioners  - on St Luke’s electoral roll, Sonia Baidoo, Amabel Barlow, Dominic Barlow, Judith Barlow, Roberta Bassah, Nicholas Bosworth, Liz Buck (LB), May Dappa, Julia Drew, Humphrey Gayi-Aborozi, Beatrice Gayi-Aborozi, Michael Griffiths, Peter Griffiths, Barbara Hunte, Deborah Jones, Jenny Lodge, Revd Liz Newman (LN), Rick Newman, Barbara Paton, Pero Samuel, Fiona Sinfield BEM, Revd Bennett Spong, Gwen Zammit BEM,  
Also present for Meeting of Parishioners - Moi 
Online 

The meeting was not held on-line
Opening prayer 

The meeting commenced proceedings with LN as chair. She confirmed that the meeting was in 2 parts, the Meeting of Parishioners open to anyone who lives in the parish as well as those on the St Luke’s electoral roll.  An attendance list was being compiled and those who were not on the electoral roll were asked to give their home address. 

Documents had been circulated in advance to those on the electoral roll whose email address was known. 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners (Easter Vestry Meeting) 2025
1 Apologies for absence   Kitty Baden-Powell, Isla Carlin, May Dappa, Ali

Edney, Alison Leggatt, Marie Leverett, Pete Leverett, Michael Passmore, Blanca Seaton-Smith, Karin Tucker, Michael Tucker, Helen Yang, Cyril Young, Felicity Young.
2 Minutes of Meeting of Parishioners 2024  Minutes were available to those present. In the absence of any questions, Jenny Lodge proposed and Gwen Zammitt seconded that the minutes be accepted as an accurate record. All in favour. No abstentions and none against.

3 Appointment of Presiding Officer and Tellers   not needed
4 Election of two churchwardens. Two nominations had been received, from Isla Carlin and Barbara Hunte.  Isla and Barbara were duly appointed. 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2025
Attendance     As above
5       Minutes of the APCM 2024 There were no corrections. That the minutes be accepted as a true record was proposed by Joan Lake and seconded by Peter Griffiths. All in favour.
6    Election of one Lay Representative to Charlton Deanery Synod to fill the casual vacancy for the coming year ahead of full election of lay representatives in 2026 for the next triennium. LN explained the role of the Deanery Synod and synod members. One nomination was received for Alfred Galloway.  He was duly elected. 
7      Election of (twelve) members to Parochial Church Council – 
The APCM was informed by LN that the Church Representation Rules 2020 takes reference from the electoral roll number at the 2024 APCM (117) and therefore the 2025 APCM was to elect up to twelve members of the PCC. Twelve nominations had been received which meant an election was not necessary. 
LN subsequently noted that St Luke’s APCM needs to confirm its policy that election to St Luke’s PCC is for twelve months. The resolution that election to St Luke’s PCC is for twelve months rather than three years was formally proposed by Fiona Sinfield and seconded by Barbara Hunte. The proposal means that when PCC members are elected to serve for twelve months there is no restriction on the number of times they can stand subsequently; the proposal was passed unanimously.

Nominations for PCC have been received for Sonia Baidoo, May Dappa, Deborah Jones, Jennifer Lodge, Michael Passmore, Pero Samuel, Blanca Seaton-Smith, Yvonne Simpson, Joseph Spooner, Fiona Sinfield BEM, Anthony Webb and Gwen Zammit BEM. All twelve were eligible to stand and were therefore appointed to serve for the coming year. LN expressed appreciation to everyone who has been prepared to stand. 
8     Financial report and presentation of accounts   Annual accounts to 31st December 2024 and the accompanying annual report were available for everyone present and had been widely circulated in advance to those on the electoral roll.  LN confirmed that the accounts and the accompanying report have been presented to the PCC and have been approved. The accounts have been signed off by the Independent Examiner, Rod Scotton and approved by the PCC.  RN spoke briefly to the accounts. In response to a query RN noted that the annual income from NET has not gone down – there was an exceptional payment in 2023. There has been a slight decrease in regular giving. We need to revisit committed giving in the coming year. Over the last year SRCC has operating at a small surplus, which is a great achievement. We are still waiting on UKPN to deliver the uplift in rental on the substation at SRCC. RN thanked Barbara Drew for putting together the annual accounts. He also thanked those that help count the collection post service.  

Deborah queried why the accounts do not detail expenditure on where money is actually being spent, RN stated that accounts have been independently examined and are based on extensive financial records which itemise all transactions; the accounts are a summary but in themselves are as detailed as required. Financial oversight is greatly assisted by our having a budget and the bi-monthly presentation of management accounts. 
Regarding investments RN confirmed that after some transfers these are now all with CCLA and are established as ethically invested.
In the absence of a treasurer RN is willing to remain acting treasurer to the end of the year. DJ indicated she would be willing to stand as treasurer. 
That the accounts be received was proposed by Fiona Sinfield and seconded by Tony Webb. This was passed without objections or abstentions.
9      Appointment of Independent Examiner Rod Scotton has indicated he is willing to be reappointed as Independent Examiner.  Deborah Jones proposed and Jenny Lodge seconded that Rod be reappointed.  All in favour. 
10   
Annual report of proceedings of the Parochial Church Council and the activities of the parish generally. The Church Representation Rules require a number of reports to be presented to the APCM. These were presented in the Report to St Luke’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting. This document was shared with all present and included reports required under agenda items 10, 11, 12 and 13, as below.  Rick noted that an error in the name of the registered charity name was corrected on the annual report The reports were received without further question. Liz asked that everyone might come back to her with any questions. 
In response to a query from Michael Griffiths about the patronage of St Luke’s, LN said Lord Gough’s estate is yet to be completed and the new patron confirmed.  LN has been assured the estate will be settled this year or next, ahead of going into vacancy at the end of 2026. 
11    
Annual report on the fabric, goods and ornaments of the churches of the parish 
12     
Report on Proceedings of Deanery Synod 
13      
Other reports to be received – these included the safeguarding report 

14   
Report on Electoral Roll. As required nationally, St Luke’s Electoral Roll has been completely revised and has been displayed as required. The electoral roll as of 9th May was 96.  The 2026 APCM will therefore be entitled to elect up to nine PCC members.
15      
Date for the APCM 2026    Sunday 10th May.    
16      Date of Archdeaconry Service – Rev Liz urged everyone, especially PCC members, to attend the Archdeaconry Visitation at Southwark Cathedral and at which the churchwardens are to be sworn in before the service at 8:00pm on Thursday 5th June 2025.  
First meeting of the new PCC will be on 21st July at 7.00pm at SRCC
17      Rector’s Report – Revd Liz Newman   
The meeting closed with The Grace. 
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